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Description :

Prsentation de I'diteurEileen Chang is one of the great writers of twentieth-century China, where she enjoys
a passionate following both on the mainland and in Taiwan. At the heart of Chang's achievement is her short
fictiontales of love, longing, and the shifting and endlessly treacherous shoals of family life. Written when
shewas still in her twenties, these extraordinary stories combine an unsettled, probing, utterly contemporary
sensibility, keenly alert to sexual politics and psychological ambiguity, with an intense lyricism that echoes
the classics of Chinese literature. Love in aFallen City, the first collection in English of this dazzling body
of work, introduces readers to the stark and glamorous vision of a modern master.Prsentation de
I'diteurEileen Chang is one of the great writers of twentieth-century China, where she enjoys a passionate
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following both on the mainland and in Taiwan. At the heart of Chang's achievement is her short fictiontales
of love, longing, and the shifting and endlessly treacherous shoals of family life. Written when she was still
in her twenties, these extraordinary stories combine an unsettled, probing, utterly contemporary sensibility,
keenly alert to sexual politics and psychological ambiguity, with an intense lyricism that echoes the classics
of Chinese literature. Love in aFallen City, the first collection in English of this dazzling body of work,
introduces readers to the stark and glamorous vision of a modern master.Biographie de |'auteurEileen Chang
(1920-1995) was born into an aristocratic family in Shanghai. Chang studied literature at the University of
Hong Kong, but the Japanese attack on the city in 1941 forced her to return to occupied Shanghai, where she
was abl e to publish the stories and essays (collected in two volumes, Romances, 1944, and Written on
Water, 1945) that soon made her aliterary star. The rise of Communist influence made it increasingly
difficult for Chang to continue living in Shanghai; she moved to Hong Kong in 1952, then emigrated to the
United States three years later. In spite of the tremendous revival of interest in her work that began in
Taiwan and Hong Kong in the 1970s, and that later spread to mainland China, Chang became ever more
reclusive as she grew older. Eileen Chang was found dead in her Los Angeles apartment in September
1995.Karen S. Kingsbury has lived in Chinese-speaking cities for nearly two decades. She taught English in
Chonguing on the Whitman-in-China program, studied Chinesein Taipei and, for fourteen years, taught
English language and literature at Tunghai University in Taichung. Her Columbia University doctoral
dissertation was on Eileen Chang, and she has published previous translations of Chang's essays and fiction
in Renditions and in The Columbia Anthology of Modern Chinese Literature. She livesin Seattle.



